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First Congregational Church
United Church of Christ
145 Capital Avenue NE
Battle Creek, Michigan 49017
Phone. (269) 965-1225
Fax (269) 965-1228
www. fecbe.org

Church Staff

Tom Ott Senior Pastor(tom@fcchc.org)
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Brent Reid Technology/Communication Specialist
(brent@fccbc.org)

Of Battle Creek

Ed Bauman Bookkeeper(ed@fccbc.org)
Emily Fowler Administrative Assistant(admin@fccbc.org)
Jim Miller Associate Music Director(jim@fccbc.orqg)

Lucy Lower Associate Music Director(lucylower@gmail.com)

Jeff Lambert Head Custodian(jefi@fccbc.orqg)

Marcellus Wynne and Thomas Hughes Custodians

Emily Schimmel Creative Encountering Program Coordinator(creative@fccbc.org)

Come, share the journey of faith

First Congregational Church
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SVision

#3 | 2016

Discernment is a process of prayerful decisionrmaking where every voice is heard, valued, and under-

stood. It is a practice that seeks to understand the will of God. Our ReVision has progressed to the

next stages and we are now faced with discerning through small groups the next steps on the follow-

ing issues:

1. Our Facility Team has identified building repairs requiring immediate attention (as presented by

Randy Case at our Revision Action Summit) totaling $162,000.

2. Our Facility Team has also identified significant long-term maintenance and equipment replacement
needs that will need to be address in the near future, including: replacing rooftop heating, ventilation,

and air conditioning units that are within two years of their life expectancy, north parking lot repair,

flat roof replacements, and carpet replacement on second story.

3. Our ReVision Communication Group has discerned the importance of adding appropriate external
and internal signage to make our space user-friendly to guests. The total cost of professional sighage
for design, manufacture, and installation is approximately $50,000. The project can be done in phases

as funds become available.

4. Our Admin Team, staff, and Facility Team are looking into the possibilities of developing a new reve-
nue stream by renovating unused classrooms on the second floor and renting them as commercial of-

fice space.

5. Our current operating deficit is $70,000 for 2016 and cannot be sustained over the long term.

6. We are currently in the second year

of

a

t hre

$130,000 to cover the cost of replacing the sanctuary roof, repairing the damaged plaster, and paint-

ing. Two years remain on the pledges with an outstanding balance of $39,060.

7. Our Garden of Dreams Preschool plans to renovate the basement to maximize their classroom space
and expand their enroliment. They have the necessary income to cover the loan payments but need

the church to cosign on their loan.

8. Our Vision Team has devel oped a

fidashboardo o

churches in the 21st century. As we consider staffing changes, we need to discern how best to staff for

vitality.

=]

| 9. Rev. Tom Ott has discerned a calling to bi-vocational ministry in which he would spend part of

— his time (30 hours) serving the church and two days a week doing outpatient therapy in a local

agency.

The discernment process requires the willingness to wait until there is clarity. Our small groups will

prayerfully discern way forward. The Discernment Proposal is available at www.fccbce.org/revision or

printed copies are available at the Welcome Desk.
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From the Pastors

Whenever a national tragedy strikes, | want to encourage us to go back and re -read the twelfth chap-

ter of the Apostle Paul ds | etter to the Romans. Bk
lieve it is important for us to root ourselves in the defining values of our spiritual tradition. We are

people who believe that hatred can only be overcome with love.

On June 12, Omar Mateen, an American citizen born in New York, shot and killed 49 people and
wounded 53 others in an attack at Orlando. In the weeks and months ahead, we will struggle to
make sense of what happened, how it happened, and why it happened. There will be lots of policy
debates about LGBTQ rights, immigration policy, gun control, second amendment rights, first amend-
ment rights, etc. Those are all important and necessary conversations for the American public to
grapple with, and, since we are in an election year, there will be lots of debate about which candidate
is better suited to protect Americans from future acts of terrorism. There will be thorough investiga-

tions of the shooterdés history, affiliations, moti
examined to try to determine his motivation for the carnage he inflicted on innocent victims. We do
this every time tragedy strikes, believing that i1

we can take steps to protect ourselves against further assaults.

Responding to Orlando

But in the end, all of those efforts, all of that energy, all of the resources we expend investigating the
slaughter in Orlando will provide no greater security. There is no single source for the kind of hatred
that moves people to violence. Hatred is rooted in fear, and fear can rise up out of anywhere: homo-
phobia, xenophobia, Islamophobia, racism, loss of privilege, and more. There is no single source for
hatred, but as Christians we know that there is only one remedy. Hatred can only be overcome with
love.

So while the nation is preoccupied with finding the right person to blame, the right religious tradition
to demonize, the right group of people to exclude, the right sexual expression to condemn; we need
to be preoccupied with calling people back to love. That is the single most important message for the
church of Jesus Christ to proclaim in the face of the slaughter of June 12" and other events of nation-
al tragedy.

In times such as these, our instincts tell us to become less vulnerable, to close off access to some
who threaten us, to separate ourselves from those who are different than us. But our faith tradition
calls us to do just the opposite. As followers of Jesus we are called to be
more open, more caring, more compassionate, more tolerant, more loving.
There are no exceptions or exclusions to that mandate. Only love can over-
come hate.

The Kingdom of God draws near whenever we remember and embody the _
one anol

central teachings of our tradition: '
outdo one another in showing honor é /Pepay al
but take thought for what is nobl e L5ight ol
by evil, but overcome evil with good

—
Tom Ott, Senior Pastor
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Church Schedule

This list of events/meetings reflect reoccurring monthly/weekly meetings and is subject to change. Please
contact Jaimie at the church office to schedule any events. Not all meetings and events scheduled in the
building are reflected in this list (such as community meetings.)

SUNDAY SCHEDULE
9: 00 Choir ReWeasb®ab b 10: 00 Kehnohimwship b 11:

MONTHLY EVENTS/MEETINGS

1st Wednesday Group 12:00pm to 1:00pm 1st Wednesday
1st Thursday Sewing Group 9:30am to 2:00pm 1st Thursday
Parish Care 10:30am to 12:00pm 2nd Thursday

Womenoés Fell owship 10:30am to 12:00pm
Prayer Shawl Ministry 6:30pm to 8:00pm
North Pointe Woods Ministry 1:30pm to 3:30pm 3rd Wednesday
Pastor Parish Relations 12:00pm to 1:30pm 3rd Tuesday
Supper Club 5:30pm to 7:00pm July 26

2nd Tuesday
3rd Tuesday

WEEKLY EVENTS/MEETINGS

Strong Bodies Workout 5:15pm to 6:15pm Tue and Thu
$2 Book Club 10:00am to 11:30pm Thu
Choir Practice 7:00pm to 8:30pm Thu
To6ai Chi Chi h 6:00pm (W) and 10:00am (F) Wed and Fri

7A@ kT

Barb Shambachisofferinga c¢cl ass i n the spirittwiala pr
week, Wednesdays at 6pm (free Child Wat
Chi Chih activates, circulates, and balances our energy to improve balance, reduce
stress, and increase inner calm. There are 19 gentle movements that are easy for
anyone to | earn. To0ai Chi Chi h can al so
wish to practice it sitting down. Come to the class wearing comfortable clothing

with an open and willing spirit. A donation of $5 for each class is suggested.

a
C

The Congregationalist will be published every other month throughout the year.
Articles for the NEXT CONGREGATIONALISBre due 08/13/16.
Articles should be no longer than 500 words.
Church staff reserve the right to edit for content and readability as needed.

Make Your Contribution with your smartphone to
First Congregational Church, UCC Battle Creek

Donate with Pﬂypﬂf

-
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Congratulations to our 2016 Church Scholarship Recipients!
Mina Kukuk, Michigan Technological University
Kevin Noble, Olivet College
Ross M. Pennock, Olivet College
Madison Schultz, Ferris State University
Meghan Schultz, Western Michigan University

Jordan Strand, Michigan State University
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Singers entering grades 1 through 8 this
fall are invited to attend a week of mu-
sic, friendship, and fun at Choir Camp
2016! We learn a musical show in one
week and perform it on Friday evening!
This year dohelife df thev i
Party, the Story of Mary and Martha.o

Wt ‘?"E{nfu AugUSt 8 _ 12
T/ 9a.m. to 1p.m.
e v
novery I'I'jr ol o be ,-Do-f1£ o Registration is August 8th at 8:30am.
Sul'_.!ﬂ- (=Y I:,;,g-f..-:i COm b

Friday night family potluck at 6p.m. and
performance at 7:00 p.m. Auditions
Tuesday, August 2, from 1-2 in the Choir
Room. Registration is $20.00 for each
participant. Bring a sack lunch each day
except Friday.
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I ] I N l- 4 Nine dinners. Dinners will be hosted by a church member with the guest

W ith list a mix from both services. The purpose is for us at FCCBC to get to
know each other across the borders of our worship services. Itis also a
N I N F‘ great opportunity to invite a non -church member to join the dinner party.
- _" _ All family members are invited to attend.
Dining sites can be at membersd homes, or alternative

preparing a meal for nine people, the host has the option to ask those attending to bring part of the meal. After the meal,
the participants will engage in conversation in response to a prompt to learn more about each other.

Sigrrups to attend dinners and for hosting have begun. Please visit the display in the Courtyard to get more information
and sign up to enjoy the opportunity to Dine With Nine.

S

The Intergenerational Initiatives ReVision Group has introduced Dine With
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A PASTORAL ANNOUNCEMENT, IN RHYME
(gratefully inspired by Jim Siemers, poet-laureate of FCCBC)

It was nearly six years ago this very week
| boarded an Amtrak train from Chicago to Battle Creek.
My very first time heading to Cereal City,
Bouncing along through farmlands, the Midwest so pretty.

Tom Ryberg

I had only met Emily Joye a few weeks prior
At a shindig for young clergy to rest and raise their spirits higher.
She listened to the worship music and felt inspired
And asked me to what kind of ministry did | aspire?

Associate Pastor

| came to meet musicians, and to make some joyful noises
In our renovated sanctuary, with instruments and voices.
We started to discern the way into some new ministry,
| accepted a call in November and the rest is history.

Now this would be my first called church fresh out of seminary.
You took a chance on someone greentwiceinarow-t hat 6 s scary!
But under the wing of a wise veteran pastor
EJ and | hit this sacred ground running even faster.

Fast forward to today, some six years thereafter,
So many highs and lows have brought much love and tears and laughter.
Our trio is now a duo. Our diverse staff has the passion
To equip the saints at FCC for ministries of any fashion!

Now, six years in, | find myself not launching but sustaining,
Helping implement ideas others have been entertaining.
In a time of change, pausing to discern is very practical.

My time for pause will come this fall as | take my sabbatical.

August 20 | begin, and | end November 20.

(1rértl1 be back before our
While |1 6m out, there are three things
LEARNING, REST, and VISION will be how | spend my time.

I will build skills in counseling and conflict mediating
Through an outfit in Chicago that specializes in clergy training.
| will visit church musicians and examine their innovations,

I wi || retreat in silent spaces for

And all along | 611 hold one question:

What is Gododos continuing plan for
LEARNING, REST, and VISION. These priorities shall be
My autumnds focus, six years in, thi

wor-ghhi p become:
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June 24-26, First Congregational Church hosted
its second annual Queer Revival. This year, the
revival activities were condensed into one
packed weekend.

Our guest preacher, Father Corey Hildebaugh,
returned to Battle Creek for Queer Revival to
share his passion, his message and the unique
worship practices of Eastern Christian Ortho-
doxy.

Corey ministers and live with his partner in Okla-
homa where he was raised in the Pentecostal
evangelical tradition.
of Pentecostal style preaching, progressive Chris-
tian theology and Eastern Orthodox tradition.

In addition to Sunday morning preaching, Corey
also offered services on Friday night and a work-
shop on Sunday afternoon.

The Congregationalist

Fr. Corey shares with children duri
Koinonia. He shared about a special icon and candle lighting
used in his church.

On Saturday of Queer Revival, two main events were held: training
workshops and the Pride party.

Davison Nichols and Ariel Berman of Kalamazoo brought their ex-
haustive experience regarding gender and sexuality to provide
training regarding LGBTQ issues. They allowed participants to de-
construct their own gender development to better understand gen-
der diversity. They provided practical guidance and new information
about about best practices in ministering to the transgender and
gender non-conforming community.

Lois Parr, who works with the Unit

ing ministries provided training regarding who to have effective
conversations with conservative Christians about LGBTQ issues.
Whet her itdés on Facebook, at the
dinner, we all engage in these conversations from time to time. Lois
provided helpful advice about what to focus on in these conversa-

tions and how to avoid common pitfalls.

The Saturday night Pride party was a hit with music, food and
dancing. Special thanks to Charlie Fulbright for his hard work on
the party.
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¢ CAMPONG

Church Camping Weekend at Cold Brook Park
14467 E MN Ave, Climax
August 5th T 7th

)

“..

Rustic ($17) or modern sites ($22) available. Fun at Cold Brook includes: a swim-
ming beach, boat ramp, picnic shelters, playgrounds, disc golf, volleyball, softball,
fishing, and hiking trails. Call 269-383-8778 to reserve your spot today!

‘q" "P-

Church Picnic
August 6, 2016 at 2:00pm

(also at Cold Brook Park, during the camping event)
Be sure to bring $5 per car for the entrance fee and a dish to pass.

Come for lunch and stay to play!



