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First Congregational Church  

United Church of Christ  

145 Capital Avenue NE 

Battle Creek, Michigan  49017 

Phone:  (269) 965-1225 

Fax ( 269) 965-1228 

www. fccbc.org 

Church Staff  

Tom Ott Senior Pastor (tom@fccbc.org)  

 
Emily Joye McGaughy -Reynolds Associate Pastor (emilyjoye@fccbc.org)  

 
Tom Ryberg Associate Pastor (tr@fccbc.org)  

 
Ed Bauman Bookkeeper (ed@fccbc.org) 

 
Dale Edwards Head Custodian (dale@fccbc.org) 

 
Jim Miller Associate Music Director (jim@fccbc.org) 

 
Jaimie Fales -Brown Office Admin (jaimie@fccbc.org) 

 
Lucy Lower Associate Music Director(jllower364@aol.com)   

 
Brent Reid Technology/Communication Specialist (brent@fccbc.org) 

 
Marcellus Wynne Custodian  
 
Emily Barda Creative Encountering Program Coordinator 
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Parenting Retreats  

Join Us For a Wisdom Heart Life Parenting Retreat  
led by Lisa Laughman, LMSW, CDWF-C,  

Emotional Wellness Consultant and Director of Wisdom Heart Life  

 

Choose one of the two remaining retreat opportunities at  
First Congregational Church:  

April Weekend (April 17-19) 
Friday 6-9PM, Saturday 9AM-5PM, Sunday 2-5PM 

Weeknight Retreat (May 6, 13, 20 and June 10) 
Wednesdays 6PM-9PM 

 

Registration Fee : $50*  
Each retreat will include elements of the Daring WayÊ curriculum (based on the re-

search of Brené Brown) and will also provide participants with the opportunity for emo-
tional wellness skill building to help them be their best self, more open, in the role of 

parenting. 

 
More information and registration information is available at the Welcome Center.  

 
This retreat is available to ALL families. Every family is unique. We welcome all families 

no matter their religious/non -religious affiliation, income level, race, sexual orientation, 

gender identity, ability and family composition (including foster, adoptive and kinship 
families.) Child care and meals provided. *Full and discounted scholarships are available.  

 
 

 

How do you want to 

show up, be seen, and 

live brave in your role 

as a parent?  
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Every time I celebrate Holy Week I am 
reminded that death and new life are 
always linked. Nothing dies without 
something new being born, and 
nothing new comes to life without 
something dying. 
 
That is one of the truths at 
the heart of our faith.  
Christianity is about death 
and resurrection, the cross 
and the empty tomb, Good 
Friday and Easter Sunday. 
 
Most of the time we try to 
keep life and death as 
separate from each other 

We know that death and life are always 
linked. 
 
Holy week reminds us that faith requires 
us to hold on to the connection between 

death and life. Loss is part of 
every day of our lives. We are 
constantly loosing connections 
with people we love, 
experiences we found fulfilling, 
abilities we once relied on, 
resources we once had in 
abundance. Every day we have 
to let things go, say goodbye, do 
things for the last time, leave 
something behind. As the 
apostle Paul said, ñdeath is at 

as we can. In the medical world, we 
have hospitals that focus on doing 
everything possible to preserve life, 
and we have hospice care that focuses 
on doing everything possible to help 
people die well.  
 
We treat life and death as if they are 
two separate and unrelated things. 
But everyone who goes to the hospital 
knows how fragile life is and how 
vulnerable is the mortal flesh of our 
bodies. Everyone in hospice care 
knows how precious life is and how 
blessed we are share moments of 
deep connection with each other.  
 

work in uséò 
 
Every day we are born anew. Every 
breath gives us another opportunity to 
choose life, every encounter brings the 
possibility of deeper love, every 
experience holds the possibility of new 
learnings to discover and every decision 
opens new opportunities for making a 
difference in the world. Jesus said, ñI 
came that you may have life, and have it 
abundantly.ò 
 
Sorrow and joy, grief and gladness, 
despair and hope. Holy Week reminds 
me that faith requires us hold all of the 
connections between death and new life. 

Tom Ott, Senior Pastor  

From the Pastors     

Holy week reminds us that faith requires us to hold on to the  

connection between death and life.  
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Marilyn and Neil VanDisð4/2 
Robert and Shirley McFeeð4/5 
Marcia and Terry Aycockð4/12 

Emily Joye and JR Reynoldsð4/20 
Becky and Gregory Armsð4/29 

Articles for the APRIL 2015 CONGREGATIONALIST are due 4/15/15.  
Articles should be no longer than 500 words.  

Church staff reserve the right to edit content as needed.  

Prayers and thoughts of comfort are offered to:  

¶ The family of Caroline Gallagher after her passing 
on March 7th. 

¶ The family of Ann Couch after her passing on 
March 18th. 

пκм ¢ƘƻƳŀǎ [ŜŜ 

пκн 5ŀǾƛŘ /ƘǊƛǎǘ 

пκн aŀǊƎŀǊŜǘ DƻƻŘǿƛƴ 

пκо aŀǧƘŜǿ /ƻƻƪ 

пκо ±ƛǊƎƛƴƛŀ 5ŀǾƛǎ 

пκо /ƘŀǊƭƛŜ tŀȅǎƻƴ 

пκо /ǊŀƛƎ tŜƴƴƻŎƪ 

пκо Yƻƭƭƛƴ {ƛƳǇǎƻƴ 

пκо [ŀƛƴŀ ¦Ǉǎǘƻƴ 

пκр bŀǘŜ YŜƴƛǎǘƻƴ 

пκр WŀƳŜǎ {ŜŜŎƘ 

пκр 9Ǿŀƴ ²ƻƻŘ 

пκс YŀǝŜ /ƻƘŜƴ 

пκс 9Ǌƛƴ wƻǘƘƴŜȅ 

пκт 5ƻƴƴŀ ±ŀƴ !ǎǇŜǊŜƴ 

пκу {ǘŜǾŜ bŜƳŜǘƘ 

пκф aŀƎƎƛŜ CŀǊǊŜƭƭ 

пκф 5ŀǾƛŘ [ŀǳƎƘƭƛƴ 

пκмл .ƛƭƭ YŜƭƭŜƘŜǊ 

пκмм .ŜǾŜǊƭȅ IŜƴǎƭŜȅ 

пκмн DǊŜƎƻǊȅ !ǊƳǎ 

пκмн DǊŜȅǎƻƴ YƛƴŘȅ 

пκмн aŀǊǘƘŀ aƻǊŀƴ 

пκмо {ŀƴŘǊŀ ²ŜƘƭƛƴƎ 

пκмр ² IŀǊƻƭŘ aŀŎƻƴ 

пκмр 5ƻǊƻǘƘȅ wŜŜǎ 

пκмс YŀǊŜƴ tŀǊƪŜǊ 

пκмт /ǳǊǝǎǎ 9ƭƭƛƻǧ 

пκмт WŜǊǊŀŘ ±ŀƴ bƻǊǘǿƛŎƪ 

пκму ¢ŜǊƛ /ƘǊƛǎǘ 

пκму /ƘŀǊƭƛŜ wƛƴŎƪŜȅ 

пκнл WŀǊŜŘ IŀǊƳƻƴ 

пκнл aƛǊŀ IŀǊƳƻƴ 

пκнм WŜŀƴƴŜ wŜƛŘ 

пκнм .ǊŀƴŘƻƴ ¦Ǉǎǘƻƴ 

пκнн !ƭƛȊŀōŜǘƘ CƻǊǊŜǎǘ 

пκнн YŀǘƘǊȅƴ [ŀƛǊŘ 

пκно 5ŜōƻǊŀƘ aƛƭƭŜǊ 

пκно YŜƴƴŜǘƘ {ŎƘƛƳƳŜƭǇŦŜƴƴŜƎ 

пκнп aŎYŜƴƴŀ 9Ǿŀƴǎ 

пκнп ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ CƻǊǘƴŜǊ 

пκнп {ǳǎŀƴ DƭƛŘŘŜƴ 

пκнп Iƻƭƭȅ aƻƻǊŜ 

пκнп {ǳǎŀƴ {ŎƘǳƭȊ 

пκнр [ŀǳǊŜƴ ²ŜǎǘŎƻǧ 

пκнс YȅƭŜ {ŀŎƪǊƛŘŜǊ 

пκнт Yŀȅ CǊŀƴƪƻǿǎƪƛ 

пκнт .Ǌȅŀƴ aǳŜƭƭŜǊ 

пκну bƛŎƻƭŜ aƛƭƭŜǊ 

пκнф YŀǊŜƴ Iƻƭǘ 

пκнф 5Ŝȅŀƴ YƻǎƘǳƭƛŀǊƻǾ 

пκнф ¢ƻŘŘ aŎ5ƻƴŀƭŘ 

пκол ¢ǊƛǎǘŜƴ 9ƘǊŜŘǘ 

пκол .ǊȅŜǊ aŀƎƴǳǎƻƴ 
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This list of events/meetings reflect reoccurring monthly/weekly meetings and is subject to change. Please 

contact Jaimie at the church office to schedule any events. Not all meetings and events scheduled in the 

building are reflected in this list (such as community meetings.)  

Church Happenings  

SUNDAY SCHEDULE 

  9:15 Choir Rehearsal    

10:00 Confirmation Group Meeting   

10:00 Worship 

11:00 Fellowship  

11:45 Koinonia 

 

MONTHLY EVENTS/MEETINGS  

Properties Committee     5:15pm to 5:45pm   4/8 

Womenôs Fellowship     10:30am to 12:00pm   4/14 

North Pointe Woods Ministry    1:30pm to 3:30pm   4/15 

Disability Justice Group    3:00pm to 4:00pm   4/15 

Parish Care      10:30am to 11:30am  4/16 

Mary Daniels Circle     10:00am to 3:00pm   4/16 

Pastor Parish Relations    12:00pm to 1:30pm   4/16 

Windslow/Vore Circle     12:30pm to 2:00pm   4/20  

Food Distribution      1:00pm to 3:00pm   4/21 

Mobile Nurse Clinic     1:00pm to 4:00pm   4/21 

Prayer Shawl Ministry     6:30 to 8:00pm   4/21 

Supper Club      5:30pm to 7:30pm   4/28 

Equal Exchange     11:00am to 11:45am  5/2 

First Wednesday Group    12:00pm to 1:00pm   5/6 

First Thursday Sewing     9:30am to 2:00pm   5/7 

 

WEEKLY EVENTS/MEETINGS  

Covenant Bible Study     12:30pm to 2:00pm   Mondays 

Strong Bodies Workout    5:15pm to 6:15pm   Tue and Thurs 

Covenant Bible Study     6:30pm to 8:00pm   Tuesdays 

Covenant Bible Study     9:00am to 11:00am  Wednesdays 

Dinner       5:00pm to 6:00pm   Wednesdays 

Centerpoint      6:00pm to 6:30pm   Wednesdays 

An Altar in the World     6:30pm to 7:30pm   Wednesdays 

Music as Spiritual Practice    6:30pm to 7:30pm   Wednesdays 

Elementary Enrichment    10:00am to 1:00pm   Thursdays 

$2 Book Club      10:00am to 11:30pm   Thursdays  
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I've decided to use my Congregationalist space to address religious freedom. But not with my 
own words because there's no need to reinvent the wheel when folks smarter than me have 
already written profoundly on this. Our culture is saturated in realities and conversations 
having to do with Religious Freedom because of what's been happening in Indiana. A few 
years ago a whip-smart colleague of mine in the United Church of Christ drafted an article 
about Religious Freedom that deserves some attention now. Her name is Rev. Emily Heath. 
She's a theologian and pastor for our times. Here's her concise way of discerning religious 
liberty. I hope you find this helpful in discerning, faithfully, how to respond, as Christians, 
to realities and conversations about religious freedom in 2015. Peace, Rev. EJ.   

Emily Joye Reynolds  

Associate Pastor 

During our March council meeting, council members picked up a topic that has been unresolved since the ques-

tion was first raised nearly two years ago. In July 2013, in the aftermath of George Zimmerman being acquitted 
of the murder of Trayvon Martin, several church members participated in a vigil for racial justice that was de-

scribed as "sponsored by" FCCBC in local media. This was concerning to other members who did not feel that it 
was a fair representation of the entire church to say that FCCBC had sponsored this event. In response to their 

concerns, in the nearly two years since, church leaders have been careful to avoid having FCCBC be named as a 

sponsor in community events, and we did not have a process for signing on or affiliating with local events.   

Until now. 

At our council meeting, Rev. Ott raised concerns about the pendulum swinging too far the other direction: our 
church's name and identifying information has been conspicuously absent from too many community events in recent months 

that clearly align with our vision. The most recent example is that church members created a small group book study based 
on Waking Up White, then invited the author to come to FCCBC to address the greater community. In spite of this direct con-

nection, our name was nowhere to be found on any of the promotional materials - a pretty clear example of "hiding our light 

under a bushel!" 
 

Two of our four strategic priorities are to become an inviting church and to embody difference faithfully.  There are 
many unique and wonderful things about us that make us attractive to those seeking a church home, but if we don't cele-

brate the vital things we are doing, particularly including our commitment to racial justice and LGBTQ inclusion, it will be 

harder for us to distinguish ourselves from any of the other 120 churches in the greater Battle Creek area. (That's right - 
there are 120 churches in Battle Creek! What sets us apart?) 

 
In response to the concern that we need to be able to get our name out there in a responsible way that fits with our vision 

and values, council members introduced, discussed, and passed a motion that staff and council members are able to affiliate 
FCCBC with community events and causes that align with our strategic priorities. Finally, after nearly two years of murkiness, 

we have a new process by which church "sponsorship" may be given. Thanks to the FCCBC council for helping bring good 

resolution to this important question.  

Tom Ryberg  
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When We Learn More...We Do Better  

I recently came across the following quote by 
Pastor Kenneth L. Samuel in the Stillspeaking 
Daily Devotional:  ñThe journey of self-
discovery is the most amazing journey of all, 
because worlds outside of us have little 
meaning unless they touch and inspire the 
worlds inside of us. Dr. Fred Craddock said 
that the greatest distances in life are actually 
the distances between head and heart.ò 

Years ago I attended a racism workshop with 
a racially mixed group. At the leaderôs request 
the black participants began, reluctantly at 
first, to unfold their personal stories about 
being black in a white personôs world. I 
remember an articulate young woman, an 
administrator in a local company, telling about 
how, when she shopped, white clerks followed 
her, suspicious that she would shoplift. Her 
story, told with some anger, conveyed the 
indignity she felt. After sharing her story, she 
announced to the group that she was tired of 
attending ñracismò conferences because 
nothing ever changed. Then she exited the 
room and never returned.  That evening I 
couldnôt get her story out of my heart; since 
then I have often thought about her with 
great sadness. 

Understanding the part that white people play 
in racism requires a journey of self -discovery. 
I think what hinders us in making progress is 
our tendency to approach examples of racism 
first with the head  rather than the heart . 
Our mind works hard to protect us from 
feeling responsible for racism and shifts blame 
to the ñother,ò leaving our conscience clear. A 
common head response might be: ñCivil 
rights were addressed in our country in the 
1960ôs; Black people need to take advantage 
of the opportunities available to them!ò  The 
problem with head responses is that, unless 
we do the work of digging out the whole  
truth, itôs easy to dismiss the issue, satisfied 

with only partial truth. Digging requires that we 
study history we never learned and look at 
issues from new perspectives; it takes time and 
commitment. 

Friends from my interracial book group have 
shared life stories that are filled with racism 
experiences. Their stories range from being 
made to feel unwelcome to having a childhood 
home set on fire by whites. I cannot dismiss 
their experiences using my head.  I am angered 
and saddened by the stories they share. Theirs 
is a world outside of me which will have little 
meaning for me unless I let myself be touched 
and inspired withinéin my heart. For white 
people, this journey confronts a moral question, 
a question that probably must touch our hearts 
before we will choose to deal with it 
meaningfully in our heads.   

I invite my church family to join others who 
have begun this journey.  Read stories of their 
lives told by African Americans. The book 
ñWaking Up Whiteò by Debby Irving is one I 
would also recommend. From a white 
perspective Debby shares her struggle with 
both heart and  head, for ultimately it takes 
both to make the journey toward 
acknowledging the role all of us who are white 
play in racism.ðDeb Miller 
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Equal Exchange  organic coffee, chocolate and other goodies will be for sale between ser-

vices (in the Courtyard) between services each first Sunday of the month. Your purchase of 

these quality products support fair trade,  enabling small scale farmers to create a better future 

for their families and communities.  Equal Exchange  is a United Church of Christ project. 

Grief and loss touches everyone.  If you would like to experience the understanding and 
comfort of others on this journey, please come to the Grief Support Group get -together on 
Saturday, April 11, at Jeanne Reid's home. We gather between 9 and 9:30 am and end at 

10:30 am. Please call 269-979-5425 for directions. 

For your convenience in making contributions to First 
Congregational Church, you may use either of these QR 
Codes with your smart ñdeviceò, smartphone, iPad, etc.   

Wednesdays  
Dinner @5PM ƀ Centerpoint @6PM ƀ Faith Formation @ 6:30PM 

A sign up sheet is available  

at the Welcome Center.  

Table service and dinner is provided and monetary donations are welcome (but 
not necessary.) Child care provided for Centerpoint and Faith Formation.  

14th Annual  

Historical Black College Choir Concert  

Monday, April 13, 2015  

6PM at First Congregational Church of Battle Creek 

Featuring Claflin University Concert Choir of Orangeburg S.C. 

New Worship Series: An Altar in the World: A Geography of Faith   

Barbara Brown Taylor promises to make you see the world in a new wayðfinding 
grace in even the smallest detail, helping to bring conscious awareness to your 
everyday. Learn how the practice of blessings will help you give thoughtful prayer 
to those you love and even some you will never meet.  


